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THIS 
| ; indication of their Proceedings is inſcribed 
BY 
Their obedient, humble Servant ; 


A Member of, 


And fincere well-wiſher to the Univerſity, 


; London, 
Wy 14, 1768. 


DURE LI, 


Vice Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford, 


The worthy Aſſeſſors at E— Hall: 


juſt pubiiſhed. 


oy 


INſeri tion, line ult. after <vell-avi/ber to, add a comma; back 
of the inſcription, for fatuorum, read fatutorum; page 2. 
note, laſt line but one, for adjuvit, read adjuvet ; line ult. for 
Here, read ſacro; page g. line 23. after /uch, add a; page 11. 
line 20. there auas a very high impropriety, read theſe words af- 
ter allowed ; page 1 3. line 14. for true, read tree ; line 17. after 
From, inſert a comma; page 14. line 1. for à mandandes, read 
amandandos; line 22. after ſociety, dele a ſemicolon, and inſert a 


comma; line ult. after qualification, add for; page 15. line ult. 
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The Reader is defired to take 
Notice, that the References to the 
Statut es are made to the Corpus 
Statuorum Uniyerſitatis Oxon, 
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VINDICATION, &c. 


THY O profeſs openly our religious 

& principles, and to worſhip God 
| in ſuch manner as ſeems to us 
(SETORS 


moſt acceptable to him, are juſtly eſteemed 
a noble branch of the liberties of this 


country. We claim it as our birth-right ; 


as one of thoſe glorious privileges bought 
by the ſwords, and ſealed with the blood 
of our noble anceſtors. But at the ſame, 
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1 
time that we boldly aſſert this right, we 
muſt conſider it ſubject to ſome neceſſary 
limitations. It would be foreign from the 
ſubject of this eſſay, to enquire into the 
neceſſity of religious eſtabliſhments: with- 


out them, probably, civil government could 
not be ſupported. The preſent ſubject 


will reſt upon the right of ſocieties to fix 


laws for the regulation of their own mem- 
bers, and to demand their obedience to 
thoſe laws. This right muſt be allowed 
by all, where ſuch private regulations are 
not contrary to, or inconſiſtent with the 
laws of the realm. Such are the ſtatutes 
of the univerſity of Oxford, confirmed by 
royal charter. Every member of that 
univerſity, at his matriculation, takes a 
ſolemn * oath, © to obſerve all ſtatutes, 
privileges, and cuſtoms of the univerſity :” 
in which ſtatutes the puniſhments for par- 
ticular breaches of the rules of the univer- 
ſity are clearly ſpecified. 


—— —— 


— 


* The form of the oath, „Tu hdem dabis ad obſer- 


vandum omnia ſtatuta, privilegia, & conſuetudines 
hujus univerſitatis Oxon. Ita Deus te adjuvit, tactis 
ſacre · ſanctis Chriſti Evangeliis. | 
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This is the only criterion by which we 
can rightly judge of the merits of the caſe 
before us: all reaſonings of the innocence of 
the things, in themſelves, which are alledged 
againſt the members lately expelled from 
E — hall, have nothing to do with 
the ſubject, and only ſerve to heat the 
minds of a party. By thoſe ſtatutes which 
they had ſtoorn to obſerve, they muſt ſtand 
or fall. If the charges alledged againſt 
them are true, and the puniſhment aſſigned 
to ſuch breaches of the ſtatutes be expulſi- 
on, — they were juſtly expelled. If they 
are not breaches of the univerſity ſtatutes, 
then their expulſion was unjuſt and op- 
preſſive. Which of theſe was the caſe, 
will be the buſineſs of this eſſay to examine. 


It is neceſſary to premiſe, that the whole 
proceeding was in conſequence of a regu- 
lar information, to the vice chancellor, as 
viſitor of the halls, the government, and 
adminiſtration of which, he is by * ſtatute 
obliged to take under his peculiar care. 

B 2 That 


— — 


* Ut aulz et hoſpitia ſcholarium et ſtudentium, de 
tempore in tempus, quoties opus fuerit, juxta privilegia 
f 20 


1 


That it was undertaken by the unani- 
mous advice of the heads of houſes.— 
That the aſſeſſors were men whole charac- 
ters both for learning and integrity were 
above cenſure: that the charges (as the 
author has been informed upon good 
authority) were verified by oath, and by 
the confeſſion of the delinquents, and were 
as follow : 


Firſt, that the accuſed members had 
held or frequented illicit conventicles; ſome 
not in orders had preached, expounded, 
and prayed extempore: that the offices of 
religion were performed by people of the 
meaneſt ranks and abilities: that they met 
at a conventicle held in a private houſe 
within the univerſity, where a ſtay- maker 
and a woman officiated, 


— — 9 — 


ac libertates univerſitatis debito modo viſitentur. Ex 
ſtat. de off. vice can. tit. 17. ſec. 3. 2. 

Aularum regimen et adminiſtrationem earundem ut 
peculiarem ſibi curam in ſe ſuſcipere eumque in finem 
(quoties commodum fibi videbitur) eaſdem visITARE. 
Ex, ſtat. de off. canc. T. 17. ſec. 1.4 2. page 156. 

It muſt be obſerved, that all the power of the chan- 
cellor is in his abſence deputed to his vice chancellor 
by fat. t. 17. ſec. 3. H 2. page 159. 

Secondly, 


1451 


= Secondly, that ſome of them had been 
pred up to, and had exerciſed, the loweſt 
* rades, were wholly illiterate and incapable 
3 bf performing the ſtatutable exerciſes of 
Ihe univerſity, and much more incapable 


pf being qualified for orders. 


2 Thirdly, that they held the doctrines of 

3 Hethodiſm; (viz. that faith without works 

& ſufficient to ſalvation: — that there is no 

22 for good works: — that the im- 

ediate influence of the ſpirit is to be 

1 yaited for: — that once a child of God 
| od always a child of God,—) 


4 | That they had miſtreated their tutor. 
Theſe charges we ſhall conſider regularly. 


; And firſt, that they had held or fre- 


guented illicit conventicles. 


Mr. Whitefield, reſpecting this charge, 
k chemently infiſts that theſe meetings could 
bo ot be. deemed illegal, he ſays, Such and 
ch only are ſo as are ſeditious, and com- 
Pfed of ſeditious perſons, who aflociate, 

deed, under a pretence of religion, but 
reality to plot 3 the ſtate”, But 


I muſt 


[6 ] 


I muſt beg leave to inform Mr. W þ 
that the definition of illegal conventicles, , in 
a book he ought to have been well ac. 1 
quainted with „during his reſidence at Pem. 
broke college, is as follows: Qualia (i. A 
illicita) cenſenda ſunt in quibus conta, 
pacem publicam, Doctrinam, vel Diſciplinan 4 
Eccleſiz, vel regimen et tranquilitatem uni 


= 


tres quicquam deliberatum vel geſtuoſ 


K regni, canonibus eccleſiæ, vel ane 
tionibus univerſitatis, permittitur); vel palau 
vel occulte conveniunt.*” * Such are oh | 
be eſteemed illicit conventicles, wherein "i 
thing is deliberated or done againſt th 
public peace, the Dofrine or Dijeipline 
the church, or the government and tram 
quility of the univerſity ; or in which mall 
meet together, either openly, or EIN 
-otherwiſe than is permitted, by the laws fl 1 
the realm, the canons of the church, «} 3 
the orders of the univerſity.” The ſan 
ſtatute, ſrom whence this quotation is taken f 
ſtrictly forbids frequenting ſuch convent 
cles, © Statutum eſt, quod nullus cujuſcun N 


( 
i 
i 
1 
* 
' 


— 


* 


—— 


£ 
* V. ſtat. tit. 15. § 12. p. „eee Wo 4 
An, 1750. f 


qui 1 


— 9 ve gradus, ſive, ſtatus, conventicula illicita 
es, iu tra univerſitatis præcinctum inſtituat, aut 
1 «| & quovis-modo interfit, aut in domo vel 
Pen. Boſpitio ſuo haberi permittat.“ © It is enac- 
(i. e | ec, That no one, of whatever degree, or ſta- 
contra gion, ſhall inſtitute illicit conventicles, within 
inan dhe precinct of the univerſity, or ſhall, upon 
2 uni. yy pretence, be preſent at them, or permit 
eſtun em to be held, in his houſe, or lodging.” 
quam may be urged, that the houſe within 
rdin-We precinct of the univerſity, where the 
palanWx expelled members of E — hall 
are o pet, for the purpoſes complained of was 
ein an Wot an illicit conventicle. Let us there- 
re remember one part of the definition 
Z ein quibus contra De&rinam vel Diſci- 
iam Ecclęſiæ — quicquam deliberatum 
WE! geſtum fuerit;” © wherein any thing 
deliberated or done againſt the Doctrine 
PDiſcipline of the church,” 1. e. contrary 
the articles ſubſcribed to by theſe men 
e laue their matriculation *) or the canons of 


5 taken 7 | 


nvent|l „ , . | . 

c =” Every ſtudent at matriculation ſubſcribes to the 39 
Ju Cul * icles of the church, — the three articles in the 26th 
on, takes the oath of ſupremacy, and that for ob- 


bs P. 11 ving the ſtatutes before cited. 
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(by the ſtat. 1. William and Mary, c. 1 


r 8 1 ; 
the church. The charge exhibits one WY 
grant breach of the 23d article of o k 
church, in preaching without being 


orders. The article runs thus, l 
not lawful for any man to take upon hi? 


the office of public preaching, or miniſtti 


the ſacraments in the congregation bet 
he be lawfully called and ſent to exec? 
the ſame. And thoſe we ought to judy 
lawfully called and ſent which be cho C 
and called by men who have public auth 
rity given unto them in the congregaticl 
to call and ſend miniſters into the Lori} 
vineyard.” We all know that prote 4 
diſſenters, of every denomination, whidl 
miniſters have not epiſcopal ordination, ul 


upon taking the oaths of allegiance and (i 
premacy, and ſubſcribing the declaratiol 
30. car. 2. ſt, 2. c. 1. againſt popery, a 
their place of meeting being certified tot! 
biſhop of the dioceſe, or to the archdead 
of the archdeaconry, or to the juſtices 
the peace of the general quarter ſeflio 
and regiſtered in the biſhop's or archdeaca 
court, or recorded at ſuch ſeſſion) exempts 
from the penalties in the ſtat, 22. car, 


I Cap, | 


3 ESL... 

5. I. and other previous ſtatute; ale 
for preventing and ſuppreſſing conventi- 
les, but it is preſumed that this aſſembly 
; = no ſuch exemption, and if it had, all 
Members of the Univerſity convening chere, 
would have been in direct breach of the 
Pate. 


pon hi 4 
iniſtrigs 


n beſo | 1 


exec And it may be farther urged, that their 


to juch yſing extempore prayer in this aſſembly, in 
S cho * 


4 breach of one of the canons, ſubjects it to 
IC auth 3 the ſame imputation of an illicit conventi- 


regaticn ele. — The 2d article in the 36th canon 
© * which theſe pious youths had alſo ſub- 
rote 1 ſcribed) declares, That the book of 
, whdif common prayer, and of ordering of biſhops, 
tion, of 75 reſts and deacons, containeth in it no- 
y, c. thing contrary to the word of God, and 
and that it may lawfully ſo be uſed, and that 
larati Imyſelf will uſe the form in the ſaid book pre- 
ery, a ſeribed in public prayer and adminiſtration of 
ed tot 5 the ſacraments, andyox OTHER.” How men, 

hdca8 who would ſeemingly affect to be thought 
ſtices ¶ ¶ conſcientious, can, after ſuch ſubſcription, 


ſefT,08 deviate ſo widely, ſeems amazing ; but to 


deacuiſi ſee men who have ſo deviated held up to 
mn the public as martyrs and ſufferers in the 
. car, C cauſe 


cap. A 


Bo 7 
cauſe of religion, and that too by a man of 
Mr. W 's public character, by him, 
a member of the univerſity, who has him- 7 
ſelf made the above declaration, concerning * 
the common prayer, in the face of a learned 
body more than * once; to ſee this muſt 
ſtrike all honeſt and temperate men, not 
only with aſtoniſhment, but horror, I 1 

ſhall not condeſcend to ſay much about 
what theſe worthy babes of grace might "Y 
learn from the pious and inſtructing ex- 
poſitions of a ſtay- maker, and an old wo- 
man; for we all well know that it is not 
only at a ſadler's at Oxford, but among 
all denominations of enthuſiaſm, that 
old women expound, preach, and admini- 
ſter the other offices of the church, — but 
ſhall proceed to ſay, that the puniſhment 
for this breach, not only of the ſtatutes of 
the univerſity, but of common decency, 
and (if the place was not regiſtered) of 
the laws of the realm, was expulſion, vid, 


* At the preſentation of graduates, theſe articles in 
the 36th canon are by them ſubſcribed (being previ- 
ouſly read) before the proctors, agrecable to the ſtatute 


tit. 9. ſec. 5. 8 3. page * . 
at. 


mot ; 1 1 1 

bim, 1 

im- Nat at. aulacis; ſec. 4. 8 34. Quod fi 

ning guis, aliquod dogma, contra Doctrinam, 

rned pel Diſciplinam, Eccletiz anglicanz defen- 

muſt ; gerit vel conventiculis illicitis intereſſe præ- 
not ſumpſerit; ab aula expellatur. — Apen: 

I 5 ad ſtat. page 74. 

bout 

ight | A 15 « If any one [hall defend any unſound 

. opinion contrary to the Doctrine, or Diſ- 

| a of the church of England, or ſhall 

B preſume to be preſent at illicit conventicles, 

F et him be expelled from the hall.” 


= Secondly, they were charged, that ſome 
1 of them had been bred to, and exerciſed 
the loweſt trades, were all wholly illiterate, 
f and incapable of: performing the ſtatutable 
exerciſes of the univerſity; and much more 
incapable of being qualified for orders. — 


might not be thought ſufficient grounds for 
RXxpullion, there was a very high impro- 
priety; yet it muſt be allowed in their firſt 
admiſſion. — It can hardly be looked upon 
ut as an impertinent intruſion, at leaſt for 


cles in 
previ- 
tatute 


ſtat. 


theſe men to puſh themſelves into a ſociety 
of perſons whoſe birth and education gave 
1 C 2 them 


Although theſe charges of themſelves 


t 12 ] 


them the rank of gentlemen, but above all 
for two of theſe (as I am informed they 
did) to preſume to wear the gentleman 
commoners gown, and rank with gentle. 
men of the moſt reſpectable families in the 

kingdom, 0 ny 


oh 
* 
CM 
T's 
» 1 
1 
. 
1 
* 
„ 
1 
* 
8 


Their entire ignorance, even of the 
language in which the ſtatutes of the bod) 
they had joined are written, and in which 
all public exerciſes are performed, made 
the very thought of placing them in the 
univerſity ridiculous and abſurd. We may 
hope this inſtance of an admiſſion of per. 1 
ſons wholly illiterate, will be a warning to 
the heads of houſes, to give orders, cha! 
none may hereafter be admitted into their 
reſpective ſocieties, who have not a com- 
petent knowledge of the languages; at leaſt 
to underſtand the ſtatutes, and perform the 
exerciſes, The ſphere of the univerſity £ 
(eſpecially in its preſent ſtate) is rather 
the ſciences than the firſt elements of if 
learning. 4 


Thircly, with regard to their Doctrines, 2 
which are pure methodiſm, viz. that faith Þ 
without | 


(13 ] 


* 
4 
<= 
\ 
2 
bo”; 
W * 
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ove all without works is ſufficient for ſalvation, 
0 they 5 an that there is no neceſſity for good 


leman orks. — Theſe, I preſume, make no part 
entle. of the Doctrines of the church of England, 


in the which expreſly tells us in its 12th article, 

* Albeit, that good works, which are the 

c fruits of faith, and follow after juſtification, 

«Foy cannot put away our ſins, and endure the 
hie, 5 © ſeverity of God's judgment; yet are they 

al © pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt, 

ph and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 


c , lively faith, inſomuch, that by them a 
lively faith may be as evidently known as 
aa true diſcerned by the fruit.“ — And, yet 
the methodiſts have the effrontery to aſſure 
== their followers, that they adhere ſtrictly to, 
and we deviate from the articles of the 
== church. I ſhall only add upon this head, 
i . that the propagation of this tenet alone 

= would have been ſufficient cauſe for ex- 


erfity 

_ = pullion by the ſtatute, declaring the office 

ts Y B 55 of the vice chancellor, in which it is enac- 
ted. Ut hereticos, ſciſmaticos, et quoſcun- 
ue alios minus recte de fide catholica, et 

rines, | 1 Doctrina vel Diſciplina Eccleſie Anglicane 


faith ; ee procul a finibus univerſitatis 
thout | a man- 
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| [ 14 ] 
a mandados curet. Tit. 17. ſec. 3. § 2. 
page 158. That he ſhall take care to 


baniſh from the boundaries of the univer- 
fity all heretics, ſciſmatics, and all others 
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holding doctrines - inconſiſtent with the 
catholic faith, and the Doctrine or Diſci- 


pline of the church of England.“ 


\ 
In regard to the ill-mannered and diſ- 


reſpectful behaviour of theſe men to their 
tutor. I ſhall only obſerve, that though 
ſuch things may appear to ſome too trivial 
to have place in a public accuſation ; yet 


— — — © He nugæ 
Seria ducunt in mala.” 


Theſe trifles lead to ſerious evils, Diſreſpect- 


full behaviour to ſuperiors in communities, 
formed for the education of youth, is an 
high offence, as leading to the deſtruction 
of all diſcipline and good order, which 


ought to be maintained, and delinquents 


puniſhed. — In the caſe of theſe men they 
were quietly diſmiſſed from a ſociety ; 
they were found not to poſſeſs any one 
qualification, and of which they had in 


2 many 
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. blown up into a perſecution. 
eombated with declamation,inſtead of argu- 
ment; and, I believe, the beſt reaſon they 
an bring in defence of the accuſed mem- 
bers is like Juvenal's debauchee. 


e alſo did this when young.” Like Jack 


I 


many inſtances proved themſelves unwor- 


ty. 


I hope this plain account of the charges 
brought againſt the ſix members of E—-- 
hall, and the ſtatutes upon which they 
were expelled, will have the effect intended: 
I mean that of convincing men of candor, 
that the proceedings of the V 
C and the aſſeſſors, were worthy of 


— 


— — 


gentlemen who have one of the moſt im- 


portant charges in the world upon their 
hands, the care and education of youth. 
Unhappily this opportunity has been taken 
for a flame of party to blaze forth, a whole 
At have been in arms. A private puniſh» 


ment upon a few individuals, for a flagrant 
; breach of ſtatutes, which they had ſworr 


o obſerve, has by a vindictive party, been 
They have 


— « Fecimus et nos 
Hæc juvenes - 


— 


in 


—— - =. 


- * . 1 
— _ — ù— —— tie. at” —— Oo — 


E 
in the Tale of a Tub, they impute the laſhe 


their own folly hath brought upon thei: 


backs to their ſteady aſſertion of their reli. 
gion inthis wicked and adulterous generation, 
But men of candor will judge otherwiſe 
They will not think that the ſpirit « 
God taught them to act directly again! 
laws they had ſworn to obſerve, and article: 
their own hands had ſubſcribed to. 
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laſhe: 
thei: 
r reli. 


ration, 
r wiſe. 
irit of 
again: 
article, 


